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are always graceful in their craft; sometimes agreeable
in their persons. They are gaily, even richly dressed in
bright colours, with their hair braided with pearls, and
their necks and foreheads adorned with strings of gold
coin. In their voluptuous dance, we at once detect the
origin of the bolero and fandango and castanets of Spain.

I admire much the Arab women. They are delicately
moulded. Never have I seen such twinkling feet and such
small hands. Their complexion is clear, and not dark;
their features beautifully formed and sharply defined;
their eyes liquid with passion, and bright with intelligence.
The traveller is delighted to find himself in an oriental
country where the women are not imprisoned and scarcely
veiled. For a long time, I could not detect the reason why
I was so charmed with Egyptian life. At last I recollected
that I had recurred, after a long estrangement, to the
cheerful influence of women.

CHAPTER X.

I FOLLOWED the course of the Nile far into Nubia, and did
not stop until I was under the tropic of Cancer. Shortly
after quitting Egypt, the landscape changes. It is per-
fectly African; mountains of burning sand, vegetation
unnaturally vivid, groves of cocoa trees, groups of cro-
codiles, and an ebony population in a state of nudity,
armed with spears of reeds and shields of the hide of the
hippopotamus and the giraffe.

The voyage back was tedious, and I was glad after so
oauch wandering to settle down in Cairo.